
Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate 

Vocabulary Activity 

Choose a set of vocabulary words to teach to your classmates. Make a drawing, 

collage, or other type of visual to demonstrate the meaning of the words you 

choose. Send us a picture or video of what you made. We’ll compile everyone’s 

contributions to send home with all of you at the end of the year.  

 

♦ Smirk, sneer, gag 

♦ Panache, posture 

♦ Optimist, pessimist  

♦ Keepsake, specimen  

♦ Curmudgeon, barbarian 

♦ Armadillo, habitat, ferret,  

♦ Frolic, gambol 

♦ Logical, delirious  

♦ Buoyancy, gravity  

♦ Antisocial, solitary  

♦ Extract, unearth 
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Listen and Sketch Activity 

Prepare for this activity by grabbing a blank piece of paper, pencil, crayons, 

markers, or whatever tool you would like to write with. Listen to the read aloud 

recording. While you listen draw what you are thinking and feeling. We would 

love to see what you are sketching so feel free to send them back to school with 

your packets or have your parent take a picture of what you drew to message or 

email to us. 

 

Here are some things to think about while you are listening: 

Can you relate the events and feelings in this book to your own experience?  

How do you picture the characters and setting?  

What colors fit the mood of the book?  

Do you picture concrete images or abstract forms?  
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Story Sequence Activity 

Listen to the recordings of Crenshaw. Make a comic strip to show the sequence 

of the story. Use this comic strip to show your classmates the importance of 

cause and effect, and beginning, middle, and end. We’ll share any submissions with 

the rest of the group at the end of the school year. You can use the attached 

paper as a template for your comic.  
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Setting Activity 

Use these quotes to understand the setting of this story. Draw a picture of the 

times and places in the book and how they change and develops over time. Use 

your picture to show classmates how setting impacted the events in this novel. 

What affect did the setting have on the characters in the book? 

p. 4  

“I glanced around me. I saw sand-castle builders and Frisbee tossers and crab chasers.” 

 

p. 13  

“It was about six in the evening. My sister, Robin, and I were playing cerealball in the living room 

of our apartment.” 

 

p. 35  

“Emptied out, it didn’t look like Robin’s room anymore. Except for her pink lamp. And the marks 

on the wall that showed how much she had grown. And the red spot on the carpet where she'd spilled 

cranberry-apple juice.”  

p. 46  

“It was too bad, because I really liked where we lived, even though we’d only been there a 

couple of years. Swanlake Village was the name of our neighborhood. It didn’t have any real swans. But 

all the mailboxes had swans on them, and the community pool had a swan painted on the bottom.  

The pool water was always warm. Mom said it was from the sun, but I suspected illegal peeing. 

All the streets in Swanlake Village had two words in their names. Ours was Quiet Moon. But 

there were others, like Sleepy Dove and Weeping Wood and Sunny Glen. My school, Swanlake 

Elementary was only two blocks from my house. It didn’t have anything with swans on it.  

Swanlake Village wasn’t a fancy place at all, just a regular old neighborhood. But it was friendly. 

It was the kind of place where you could smell hot dogs and burgers grilling every weekend. Where kids 

rode their scooters on the sidewalk and sold lousy lemonade for a quarter a cup. It was a place where 

you had friends you could count on, like Marisol.”  

  



 

p. 100  

“If you ever have to live in your car, you are going to have some problems with feet. Especially if 

you’re stuck in there with your little sister and your mom and your dad and your puppy and your 

imaginary friend.”  

 

p. 103  

“I knew we were lucky because we had our old Honda minivan, which had lots of 

room...Another reason we were lucky was because my sleeping box was just decoration. Some people 

actually live in boxes on the street.” 

 

p. 131 

“We lived in our minivan for fourteen weeks.  

Some days drove from place to place. Some days we just parked and sat. We weren’t going 

anywhere. We just knew we weren’t going home.”  

 

p. 157 

“We were lucky to live in Northern California, I figured. It’s really beautiful, except for when 

there are wildfires or mudslides or earthquakes. Even better, it’s a great place to find free food, if you 

know where to look. The farmer’s market at the Civic Center parking lot is a great spot because they give 

you samples, things like honey in a straw or peanut brittle. Grocery stores are good too, the ones where 

they have free cantaloupe pieces on a toothpick. Our local hardware store gives away little bag of 

popcorn on Sataurdays, so that's an option, if you get there early enough.”  
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